[Management of anesthesia in patients with the potential for difficult intubation due to ossification of anterior longitudinal ligament (OALL)].
Ossification of anterior longitudinal ligament (OALL) is a disease inducing ossification of the ligamentum longitudinale anterius of the backbone. The esophagus can be compressed by the disease, which also can induce hoarse voice and dysphagia. Furthermore, the trachea can also be compressed. Difficult intubation had been anticipated based on the preoperative evaluation in this case, but the intubation fortunately was not difficult. However, OALL can accompany difficult intubation, and we anesthesiologists must pay attention to the disease.